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Glil plans for
a hot career

Levels you could go canoeing and sailing, become
a mountain leader and spend time adventure
training.

Imagine all this — and qualifications equivalent to more
than four A Levels at the end of the course.

Just a dream?

For Gil Payne, 18, it’s a dream come true.

Gil started at Windermere St Anne’s School at the
beginning of the sixth form.

He chose the school because it is the only school in Britain
—and one of only 10 in the world - to offer the vocational
version of the International Baccalaureate, known as the
IBCC or careers certificate.

As the name suggests, the aim is to gain vocational
qualifications at the same time as training for an active and
worthwhile career.

Gil, originally from Sheffield,
said: “The reason | came here was
because | wanted to do the IBCC.

“l want to be a fireman and it’s
all about having an interesting CV.

“By doing the CC they offer here
I will be studying two BTec
subjects back to back with two IB
subjects, one of which has to be a
language and the other one of the
humanities.

“So | am studying outdoor
education BTec, sports studies
BTec, Japanese and business
studies.

“From that | will have the equivalent of four A levels and
qualifications in Japanese and business.

“When you do the IB you also have to complete a
programme of creativity, action and service — 50 hours of
each. I've already done nearly 100 hours of community
service since | started.”

The course offers lots of opportunities for gaining valuable
certificates, Gil said.

“For instance this weekend | am doing my dinghy
instructor course which means | will be a fully qualified
sailing instructor and a two-star in kayak and canoeing with
training towards instructorship. I’'m also training towards a
climbing qualification and mountain leader certificate.

“I enjoy the outdoor education and | have done two weeks
work placement. But there’s no money in it so you have got
to really love outdoor education to do it.

“I would not have it as a career — | would rather run into
burning hot buildings.

“The Fire Service, they love these qualifications - the
disciplines, the leadership skills — and | have enough to do
officer training in the navy, definitely enough for the fire
service.”

Mark Davies, head of outdoor education at Windermere St
Anne’s, is one of the teachers chosen to deliver the new
course.

He said: “IBCC ticks a whole lot more boxes than a
standard course.

“The students develop academically and also as adults -

I MAGINE a school where instead of studying A

Baccalaureate.

WINDERMERE St Anne’s School is
one of only 10 in the world to be
chosen to pilot a new International

Its teachers had to travel abroad
to train for the job of teaching
them for the first time.

After almost two years the first set
of results are due this July
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ready for both study and work. Crucially they are on the road
to being equipped for work as a result of this course. It’s
about giving them an edge, working towards nationally-
recognised certificates like the RYA sailing scheme.

“Training for awards are things universities like about this
course as well. The students already have that head start and
the universities can work on that.”

Alongside the IBCC is the more academic, but still broad-
based, new IB.

Sheona Sweeney, 18, has been at Windermere St Anne’s
since she was three.

She took a year out to be among the first intake for the new

B

She said: “It’s quite proscribed, but it’s widespread. | want
to do medicine at university.

“With A Levels | would have had to do three sciences and
maths and would have had to drop my
languages and humanities and I didn’t
want to.

“They are as important to me as the
other subjects.”

As a result, Sheona combines biology
and chemistry with French, history,
maths and English.

“l have got good offers to do medicine
because of my broad range of subjects
- offers from Edinburgh, Manchester
and King’s College, London.”

Sheona finds the IB a very different
method of studying.

“We do theory of knowledge, a course
which teaches you how to be an
independent thinker.

“We also do an extended essay of 4,000 words in any subject,
and our creativity, action and service — 50 hours in each.
That’s not academic — | went to the Lake District Cheshire
Home at Holehird, sailed on the lake for my Duke of
Edinburgh (award) and for creativity chose choir and
dancing.

“I have really enjoyed this course. We really get to know the
syllabus well. It makes us more independent, closer to the
university model, and prepares us for that kind of learning.”

Rose Thomas, PR and events manager at Windermere St
Anne’s School, said since starting the pilot interest from
other schools had been “phenomenal”.

“We have had a lot of other schools coming to visit who
want to know all about it and are interested in doing it once
it gets past the pilot stage.

“We have had schools from Europe, including Switzerland,
a few from the UK and from the NW region.”

Barrow Sixth Form College has been nominated the local
educational institution for the development of the IB in
Furness. The college forum has appointed an IB coordinator
and has been doing research with the view of possibly
starting an IB course in 2010.

Principal Dave Kelly said: “We have been talking to other
sixth form colleges up and down the country and some do
think it is a good option for a young person who is a genuine
all-rounder.

“We would still keep A Levels if we did go ahead with the
1B.”
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